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ERNIE: After all, what's eight thousand pounds? A drop in
the ocean. You might as well throw the money down a
drain-pipe for ail the good it will do.

MRS. MILLER: But, Sheppey, you can't afford to do a thing
like that. It would be ail very well for some of them rich
people in the West End.

SHEPPEY: They can't do anything. They 'aven't got more
money than they know what to do with.

ERNIE: Never heard that before,

SHEPPEY: That's why I'm telling you. Now I do know what
Fra talking about. We've always 'ad a tip-top trade at
Bradley's. Some of the most important men in the
country. Why, only the other day I *ad a gentleman In as
said If things didn't look up soon Vd 'ave to give up
either his yacht or 'is racing stable.

ERNIE: He Isn't obliged to have a racing stable, Is he?

SHEPPEY: It's not for 'imself *e 'as it. 'E's told me over and
over again. It's for the good of the country.

ERNIE: And do you believe that?

SHEPPEY: 'E's a gentleman. There's no reason for *im to
tell me a lie, is there? And you wouldn't believe *ow
much it costs to run a pack of 'ounds. I was shaving
Lord Meres ton one day last week and ?e said to me,
Sheppey, *e said, you wouldn't believe 'ow expensive life
Is, my daughter's coming out and I've got to give a ball,
seven 'undred people and champagne at eighteen bob a
bottle. My boy's nursing a constituency and It's costing
me fifteen 'undred a year, and to put the lid on, Sheppey,
*e says, I've 'ad to fork out a couple of thousand quid for
a diamond bracelet to give my wife for our silver
wedding. I tell you what, Sheppey, *e says, If things
don't take a turn for the better soon I'll 'ave to give up
being shaved and damned well shave meself. tlie rich
ain't got more money than they can spend on themselves.